Dunning

The Congregaiionalist were a period of the-
ological transition. The Congregational churches
were passing from the older orthodoxy of the
New England theology to a larger way of look-
ing at the Bible and religious truth; and his
true liberality, coupled with his rare tact and
wisdom, did much toward bringing his denom-
ination through this critical period without dis-
ruption. He was the author of the following
books: The Sunday School Library (1883);
Bible Studies (1886); Congregationalists in
America (1894) ; and The Making of the Bible
(1911). After the close of his editorship, he
engaged in varied professional and literary la-
bor till a few months before his death which oc-
curred at his home in Brookline, Mass. During
his latter years he served for several periods as
acting pastor of the Congregational Church at
Bowdon, Cheshire, England, performing an es-
pecially valuable wartime service there in 1916.
He traveled extensively, making a trip around
the world in 1911-12. He was endowed with the
social graces, had a keen sense of humor, and
his circle of friends was international. On Dec.
27, 1870, he married Harriet Westbrook of
Kingston, N. Y., who survived him with their
three sons and one daughter.

[In 1927, Mrs. Dunning issued Albert Elijah Dun-
ning : A Book of Remembrance, containing biographical
chapters by herself and contributions from many friends,
as well as a number of portraits. There are also ac-
counts of Dunning's life in the Congreg* Year Book,
1923, and in Report of the Trigintennial Meeting . ..
of the Class of 1867, Yale (1897); Supplementary Rec-
ord of the Class of 1867 in Yale ColL (1914) ; The Con-
gregationalist (Boston), June 17, 1911, Nov. 22, 29,
Dec. 6, 1923; Yale Univ. Obit. Record, 1924.]
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DUNNING, WILLIAM ARCHIBALD

(May 12, i857-Aug. 25, 1922), historian,
teacher, was born in Plainfield, N. J. His father,
John H. Dunning, was a manufacturer, a man
of wide and eager intellectual interests, a close
student, and an artist of some talent. His mother
was Catherine D. Trelease. Dunning entered
Dartmouth in 1877, but remaining there only a
year he went to Columbia, where he was grad-
uated in 1881, receiving the degree of A.M. in
1884 and that of Ph.D. in 1885. He was also for
a time a student at the University of Berlin.
On Apr. 18, 1888, he married Charlotte E.
Lootnis of Brooklyn, N. Y., who died June 13,
1917. At Columbia he was in succession fellow,
lecturer, instructor, adjunct professor, and pro-
fessor. In 1904 he became the first Lieber Pro-
fessor of History and Political Philosophy.

His reputation rests upon the twofold basis
of his own work as an investigator and writ-
er, and his genius as a teacher. Deeply inter-
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ested in scholarship and in scholars, he was
one of the founders of the American Historical
Association, a regular attendant upon its meet-
ings, long a member of its council, and its pres-
ident in 1913. He was the president of the
American Political Science Association at the
time of his death. He was a member of the
Massachusetts Historical Society and the New
York Historical Society. The list of his writings
is extensive. It includes: Essays on the Civil
War and Reconstruction (1898); Reconstruc-
tion, Political and Economic, 1865-1877 (1907);
A History of Political Theories: Ancient and
Medieval (1902); From Luther to Montesquieu
(1905); From Rousseau to Spencer (1920);
with Frederick Bancroft, "A Sketch of Carl
Schurz's Political Career" in The Reminiscences
of Carl Schurz, vol. Ill (1908); The British
Empire and the United States (1914) ; and many
articles and reviews published chiefly in the
American Historical Review and in the Politi-
cal Science Quarterly, of which he was manag-
ing editor from 1894 to 1903. He was the first
to make scientific and scholarly investigation of
the period of Reconstruction, and no one did
more than he to rewrite the history of the genera-
tion following the Civil War, his own writings
being supplemented by the results of investiga-
tions in the same field made by his many stu-
dents. His study of Anglo-American relations
is a brilliant piece of writing and an admirable
analysis of the subject His History of Political
Theories deals with the development of sys-
tematic political thought from the classical pe-
riod to modern times. In it, excluding primitive
political theory and limiting the scope of the
work to the philosophy of the European Aryan
peoples, "he indicated the relation of political
philosophy to ethical and juristic concepts and
also to the general history of ideas. Nor was he
unmindful of the relation between political phil-
osophy and the current institutional develop-
ment11 (Merriam, post).

Dunning wrote with great precision and re-
straint. Highly critical of his own work, he set.
a lofty standard with respect both to form and
content His ideal was "to remain detached in
interest and objective in method. He seemed to
fear nothing so much as to be considered preju-
diced, unbalanced, immature in jtufgraent, reck-
less in conclusion" (Ibid.}. This restraint was,
however, much more noticeable in his books than
in his short articles and reviews where he al-
lowed his sprightly wit and his human quality
free rein. As a lecturer, both to graduate and
undergraduate students, he was interestag aftd
stimulating. He never nursed his students; fcfe
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